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Sixth Form Course Guide

Course Entry Requirement

A Level Art Art 6    

A Level Biology Biology 6, combined Science 7-6

A Level Business Studies English 5, Mathematics 5

A Level Chemistry Chemistry 6, combined Science 7-6

A Level  English Language English Lang or Lit 6   

A Level English Literature English Lang or Lit 6   

A Level French French 7    

A Level Geography Geography 6 Mathematics 5

A Level History History 6   

A Level Mathematics Mathematics 7    

A Level Music Music 7   

A Level Physics Physics 6, combined Science 7-6

A Level Product Design Mathematics grade 5 

A Level Religious Studies Religious Studies 6

A Level Psychology English, Maths, Science (combined and triple) 5

A Level Fashion and Textiles English 5, Mathematics 5

BTEC Engineering Mathematics 5 

BTEC Health and Social Care English Language and Mathematics 4

BTEC Human Biology Combined Science 5-4, English Language and Mathematics 4

BTEC ICT English Language and Mathematics 4

BTEC Sport English Language and Mathematics 4, Any Science 4 or PE 4    

BTEC Travel and Tourism English and Mathematics 4

Enrolment Entry Requirements

Our Core Virtues

Love:  We act selflessly, with kindness and compassion, 
for the good of others. 

Wisdom: We exercise good judgement; seeing and 
doing what is true and good.

Fairness: We treat everyone fairly and justly, the way 
we would like to be treated ourselves.

Self-Control: We control our desires, not letting our 

desires control us.

Courage: We are determined to achieve what is 
worthwhile even in the face of difficulty.

Humility: We avoid arrogance, being realistic about 
our strengths and weaknesses.

Integrity: We are honest with ourselves and others, 
so that our words and actions agree.









Art (Fine Art)

Sixth Form Course Guide
A LEVEL

Is this course for me?
Art offers opportunities to use your creativity 
to express yourself. You will develop your 
understanding of creative processes, your ability 
to observe and to think, to solve problems and 
to communicate in a visual way. It will enable you 
to work independently and to make your own 
discoveries by exploring ideas, other artists’ work, 
different materials and techniques. Fine Art gives 
you skills and knowledge to create personal and 
imaginative work with substance and depth of 
meaning.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 7202/Fine Art Endorsement

Course content

The course is split into two components across Year 12 and 13.

Component 1 is a Personal Investigation and  requires students 
to select their own starting point or theme for an extended 
project throughout Year 12 and into Year 13. Workshop-based 
skill sessions are incorporated to challenge and extend students’ 
skills in relation to their chosen starting points. Students must 
produce a substantive body of high level work that meets the 
four assessment objectives. Students have the freedom to work in 
their preferred genres of study but must also include a 1000-3000 
supporting essay that supports their practical work and broadens 
their contextual understanding of their selected theme.

Component 2 is the Externally Set Assignment. This can only be 
started from Jan 31st in Year 13 upon release of the papers from 
the exam board. Students must select from a range of preset 
starting points to produce a preparatory body of work which 
is assessed alongside a 15 hour timed response which must be 
produced unaided, in exam conditions. 

Component 1 is worth 60% of the overall grade awarded at the 
end of Year 13 and Component 2, 40%.

Both units require students to show contextual understanding 
of other artists’ work, including concise but coherent annotation 
demonstrating a command of subject-specific vocabulary.

Successful A Level Art students are expected to be creative, 
adaptive and resilient, with strong traditional drawing skills, 
demonstrating a high level of independence and a passion for Art.

Assessment

A Level

• Component 1: Personal Investigation (60%)
• Component 2: Externally-set assignment (40%)

Entry requirements
Applicants must have studied Art and Design 
at GCSE with a Grade 6 at least, but preferably 
higher.

Inclusion and Diversity : Exploring and celebrating similarities and differences between people, places and 
cultures.
Career Paths : Accessing pathways through education to employability in the creative, cultural, digital 
media and heritage industries.
Transferable Skills : Developing critical, creative and analytical thinking skills to include problem solving 
and risk taking.
Health and Wellbeing : Nurturing and providing therapeutic support for the health and wellbeing of 
everyone.
Attainment : Raising attainment and standards in all areas of learning.
Linking with STEAM : Combining art with science, technology, engineering and maths to break down 
barriers between subjects and learning.
Confidence : Building confidence and self-esteem, and promoting enjoyment and engagement at 
schools for all students.
UNESCO rights of a child : Ensuring every child can “join in a range of cultural, artistic and other 
recreational activities”.

Why Study Art?
Personal Expression and Visual Literacy : Developing visual literacy and communication skills, and imagination 
and personal expression in both the material and virtual worlds.
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art history. Fine Art can encapsulate any of the other forms of art including 
photography, ceramics, 3D form, new media and installations as well as more 

traditional media. Students are supported to explore these throughout their 
studies, ultimately becoming self-led in their projects.
The skills this develops not only provide an excellent foundation for 

further studies in Art & Design, but they are also increasingly desirable skills 
in an economy where creativity is a leading factor in our economy across a 
wide range of industries. The course is tailored to working with students as 

individuals and personalising their support. Contextual studies and cultural 
awareness are informed by educational visits and these have included Edinburgh, 

Paris, Glasgow, Durham as well as a gallery visit day to a wide range of Newcastle 
galleries, including Ouseburn Open Studios.

Art continues to hold a unique place in the curriculum, whereby self-discovery, risk-taking and 
independence are critical skills nurtured throughout the subject. A Level Art allows students to the 

opportunity to develop their understanding and use of visual language, to develop their own means 
of self-expression, informed by contextual studies of other artwork, both contemporary and through

“The support during the course and the visits to galleries have helped me a great 
deal. I discovered new artists. These discoveries have helped my project progress and 
develop more. I took enjoyment in learning about the different styles and purposes 
of Art; the Baltic was very interesting for this.” 
Jasmin Laidler

Students are supported to develop their skills for progression into further and 
higher education through close involvement with other education institutions. 

This has included collaboration with other Sixth Forms, visits and talks from 
programme leaders at Sunderland and Dundee University, and participation in the 

ARTiculation national programme, to develop contextual understanding and oracy 
skills. 

“Marcia from Sunderland introduced me to the world of printing and the process that is involved. Looking 
at past university students’ work has enhanced my excitement for life outside of Sixth Form. Shawn from 
Dundee informed me of life at university and mentioned accommodation and finances. Overall attending 
these workshops/lectures has encouraged me to step out of my comfort zone in experimenting with a 
broader range of materials and styles.” 
Megan Pye

It is definitely the right course for anyone wanting to go into the creative 
world of work. It is such an enjoyable course and relaxing for those 
who have a passion for the subject as you get to spend your time doing 
something you absolutely love. The teaching aspect is incredible and 
there is always support and resources available to help you achieve your 
goals.”
Dani Carr, A* at A Level, Fine Art at Northumbria University

“Studying A Level Art taught me a whole range of skills that come in handy in everyday 
life. It taught me how to think outside the box and use my creativity in every situation. 
It taught me how to successfully manage my time and effectively plan my work load to 
ensure everything gets done, as well as teaching me how to put my ideas into reality, 
as well as enabling me to secure my place to study Fine Art at Northumbria University. 



Biology
Is this course for me?
Ever wondered how the heart works, how hormones 
control the body, how and why animals and plants are 
different from each other? Then the challenging but 
rewarding Biology course could be for you. 

The large amount of information covered makes 
this course desirable for a wide range of courses at 
university including degrees in healthcare, medicine, 
veterinary science or dentistry, as well as the biological 
sciences, such as biochemistry, molecular biology or 
forensic science. Biology can also complement sports 
science, psychology, sociology and many more.

A-level Biology is widely regarded as a facilitating 
subject and by choosing facilitating subjects at 
advanced level, you will have a much wider range 
of options open to you at university. An advanced 
level qualification in any facilitating subject will keep 
open to you a number of degree courses.  A Level 
Biology can open up a range of career opportunities 
including: biological, medical, or environmental 
research, forensics, sports and science communication. 
The transferable skills you will learn, such as problem 
solving, are also useful for many other areas, such as 
law. 

Examination Board OCR

Specification H420

Course content
The specification is divided into topics, each 
covering different key concepts of Biology. 
There are six modules in total, with five covering 
content of the course and one that covers 
practical skills. The modules cover the following 
areas of Biology: Foundations in Biology, 
Exchange and Transport, Biodiversity, Evolution 
and Disease, Communication, Homeostasis 
and Energy, and finally Genetics, Evolution and 
Ecosystems. The ‘Development of Practical Skills 
in Biology’ module underpins the whole of the 
specification, and covers the practical skills that 
students will develop throughout the course. 

Assessment
A Level

• Paper 1 (37%)
• Paper 2 (37%)
• Paper 3 (26%)

Practical endorsement for Biology

• Non-examination assessment
• Reported separately

Entry requirements

• GCSE Biology Grade 6 OR GCSE Combined 
Science 7-6

• GCSE English Grade 6
• GCSE Mathematics Grade 6 desirable

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels



“Studying Biology has provided me with an opportunity to gain a der understanding 
of the human body and the function of different organ systems. I have enjoyed the 
mixture of practical opportunities and theory work. The wide range of topics have 
been of great interest and have opened the doors to a range of careers.”

Georgina Woods

“My studies in Biology have provided me with a detailed 
insight into the mechanisms of the human body. What I 
enjoy most about the subject is the mix of practical work 
and theory; this keeps lessons interesting and helps me 
to learn more thoroughly as I can test the theories we 
learn in class and gain a full understanding of each of the 
theories and processes. I’ve learned a great deal from my 
studies so far and I know that I will be taking this with me 
to university.” 

Hannah James 
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Business Studies
Is this course for me?
A Level Business Studies has been 
developed to build upon skills that students 
develop at Key Stage 4; however, there are 
no previous knowledge requirements for 
this specification.  The course builds on, 
but is not dependent on, students having 
studied a course in GCSE Business Studies.  
The course is structured into four themes 
and consists of three externally examined 
papers.

An A Level in Business Studies is an 
academic qualification, which also has a 
strong practical application.  It is a very 
popular subject at university, with good 
career prospects in accounting, personnel, 
marketing, operations and general 
management.  Whether you end up working 
for a company or indeed set up your own 
company, a qualification in Business Studies 
is an excellent first step into today’s world 
of work.

Examination Board Edexcel

Specification 9BS0

Course content
Theme 1: Marketing and People

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• meeting customer needs
• the market
• marketing mix and strategy
• managing people
• entrepreneurs and leaders

Theme 2: Managing Business 
Activities

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• raising finance
• financial planning
• managing finance
• resource management
• external influences

Theme 3: Business Decisions and 
Strategy

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• business objectives and strategy
• business growth
• decision-making techniques
• assessing competitiveness
• managing change

Theme 4: Global Business

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• globalisation
• global markets and business 

expansion
• global marketing
• global industries and companies 

(multinational corporations)

Assessment
A Level

• Marketing, People and Global Businesses 
– externally assessed 35% of qualification

• Business Activities, Decisions and 
Strategies – externally assessed 35% of 
qualification

• Investigating Businesses in a Competitive 
Environment – externally assessed 30% 
of qualification

Entry requirements
• GCSE English Grade 5
• GCSE Mathematics Grade 5

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels

Course content (continued)
The four themes are taught and then assessed at the end of two years 
by three externally examined papers, each of two hours, and each 
consisting of two data response questions broken down into a number 
of parts.

• 9BS0/01 Marketing, People and Global Businesses 
Examination on themes 1 and 4

• 9BS0/02 Business Activities, Decisions and Strategies 
Examination on themes 2 and 3

• 9BS0/03 Investigating Business in a Competitive Environment

Examination on all four themes, loosely based around pre-release 
material.

Themes 1 and 2 look through knowledge of core business 
concepts and apply them to business contexts to develop a broad 
understanding of how businesses work. Themes 3 and 4 require 
students to take a more strategic view of business opportunities and 
issues. 

Students are encouraged to use a probing, critical and thoughtful 
approach to the study of business, to understand that business 
behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives and to 
challenge assumptions.  

At AS Level students will study themes 1 and 2. At A2 Level students 
will build on their knowledge of themes 1 and 2 and study themes 
3 and 4.  Assessments for A2 will include students showing their 
previous knowledge of themes 1 and 2.



Course content
Theme 1: Marketing and People

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• meeting customer needs
• the market
• marketing mix and strategy
• managing people
• entrepreneurs and leaders

Theme 2: Managing Business 
Activities

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• raising finance
• financial planning
• managing finance
• resource management
• external influences

Theme 3: Business Decisions and 
Strategy

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• business objectives and strategy
• business growth
• decision-making techniques
• assessing competitiveness
• managing change

Theme 4: Global Business

Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• globalisation
• global markets and business 

expansion
• global marketing
• global industries and companies 

(multinational corporations)

“I chose to go on to study Business Management at University because of how much I enjoyed it throughout 
school and sixth form and it seemed to be the topic in which I was doing the best at. Lessons were always 
fun and interactive and my business teachers inspired me to continue my studies further. Business is such 
a diverse subject which provides lots of different opportunities and I have found it to be extremely useful 

when coming towards the end of my degree and applying for jobs. A lot of the key skills which you learn 
throughout the Business degree are what employers look for and can also be transferred through to other 
subjects 

Throughout my first year of University, I was exposed to all different aspects of business through several modules 
such as Marketing, HR, Finance and General Management. This allowed me to understand each area better and 
helped me to identify the area which I enjoyed/succeeded at the most and this was Human Resources. From 
this, in my second year, I was allowed to transition over to a Business and HR Management degree which was 
more suited to my prospective career path. This meant I primarily completed HR modules meaning I enjoyed 
them more and was doing well. 

During my second year, I decided that I wanted to apply for a placement year where I would take a year out of 
university and work within industry. This meant that my course would now become four years instead of three 
but it really was worth it. I attended assessment centres and interviews for several organisations and got an 
offer for a paid placement to become a HR Assistant at Caterpillar Ltd. in Peterlee. I worked here for just over a 
year, and experienced all aspects of HR such as: grievances, recruitment, training, diversity, absence and payroll 
to name a few. This was a fantastic opportunity and gave me an insight into a real working environment which 
would benefit me going into my third year and when I leave university. From completing this placement, there 
is potential that I could go into a job at Caterpillar when I finish my degree which is 
exciting.

I am now in my third and final year of university and I am still enjoying it as much as 
I did when I first started. Although there is a lot of work and it can be stressful at 
times, it is extremely rewarding and there are so many things you can get involved 
in. I tend to find that the assignments for Business are a lot more engaging than 
other subjects, rather than just writing thousands of words which makes it a lot 
easier. I have recently had to produce a training programme for managers as part 
of one assignment based on HR topics and have also had to produce a website/
game to educate managers on HR issues. Both of these felt very rewarding and 
can be taken to show employers in interviews.”

Lauren Scott
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Chemistry
Is this course for me?
Ever wondered why copper sulphate is blue, not 
red; why most reactions give out heat; how we can 
get electricity by joining two metals together; how 
water can evaporate well below its boiling point? 
Then maybe the rigorous, challenging and ultimately 
rewarding Chemistry course is for you. 

A-level Chemistry is widely regarded as a facilitating 
subject and by choosing facilitating subjects at 
advanced level, you will have a much wider range 
of options open to you at university. An advanced 
level qualification in any facilitating subject will 
keep open to you a number of degree courses. 
The course provides something for everyone and 
could lead to studying a degree course in Biology, 
Chemistry, Medicine, Mathematics and Pharmacology. 
A Level Chemistry is also useful for students 
wanting to pursue a career as a clinical biochemist, 
pharmacologist, doctor, research scientist (physical 
sciences), chartered certified accountant or many 
others.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 7405

Course content
There are six units, with three being covered in 
Year 12 and three in Year 13. The units are divided 
into the traditional areas of Chemistry; Organic, 
Inorganic and Physical Chemistry.

The units in Year 13 cover the same areas of 
Chemistry but in more detail. There is no 
coursework on this course; however, performance 
during practical work will be assessed.

There are three examinations at the end of the two 
years for A Level, all of which are two hours. At 
least 15% of marks for A Level Chemistry are based 
on students’ learning during practical work.

Assessment
A Level

• Paper 1 (35%)
• Paper 2 (35%)
• Paper 3 (30%)

Practical endorsement for Chemistry

• Non-examination assessment
• Reported separately

Entry requirements
• GCSE Chemistry Grade 6 OR GCSE Combined 

Science 7-6
• GCSE English Grade 6 desirable
• GCSE Mathematics Grade 6 desirable

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels



“I have loved studying Chemistry at A level, it have helped me gain a deeper 
understanding of how the world works, and developed my problem solving 

skills, helping me to go on to what I want to do in the future.” 

Jack Beall

“Studying Chemistry has helped me to enhance my prior knowledge of raw materials 
and the periodic table and gain a valuable insight into how industries work. Through 
studying this subject many rewarding career paths are opened up.”

Georgina Woods
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Joseph Woods is currently studying a Masters degree in Chemistry at Oxford 
University.



English Language

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels

Is this course for me?
Are you interested in how we speak? Have you noticed 
how men and women speak differently? Why do we 
change the way we speak depending on who we are 
talking to? How did we learn to speak in the first 
place? Have you enjoyed creative writing at GCSE? Do 
you know your nouns from your verbs? Then English 
Language is for you. 

This course will allow ready access into most university 
arts courses. It will be a valued qualification for those 
seeking vocational degrees in Law, Education, Media, 
Management, Marketing, and Personnel, to mention but 
a few.  Moreover, as most occupations demand a high 
standard of communication skills, this course would be 
a useful prerequisite for many careers.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 7701 / 7702

Course content
The English Language is fascinating and 
constantly changing. At A Level, the Individual 
and Society component introduces students to 
language study, exploring textual variety and 
children’s language development.

Students will look at methods of language 
analysis in addition to exploring how children 
learn language and how they are able to 
understand and express themselves through 
language. The second component, Language 
Diversity and Change, involves examining texts 
from 1600 to the present day and considers such 
factors as sociolects and dialects.

The non-examination assessment, Language in 
Action, allows students to produce a language 
investigation and a piece of original writing with 
accompanying commentary on a subject of 
personal interest. This might be the language of 
sports commentaries or the language of wedding 
ceremonies in two different cultures.Assessment

A Level

• 2 examinations (40% each)
• Non-examination assessment (20%)

Entry requirements
Students should have achieved Grade 6 in English in 
both Language and Literature at GCSE, but preferably 
grade 7.
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“Although I initially chose to study English Language based on my grade at GCSE, 
Language A Level quickly became my favourite subject of all three that I chose. 
It is thoroughly interesting as it combines the history of English Language with 

contemporary issues concerning language and gender and language and occupation. 
There’s also a great deal of freedom in terms of the coursework as you get to choose 
an area of interest that you want to research and investigate as well as complete 
some creative writing. A Level English Language has something for everyone! “

Alex Ilderton

“When I first read the course content for English Language I knew I would enjoy it as 
I am interested in issues concerning language and gender and I enjoy creative writing. 
Throughout the course I have found these sections fascinating, but it was incredible 
to learn about the origins of English and how words shape the way we think and how 
we see the world. Each lesson is full of new discoveries and debates about current 
affairs in the world of words-it’s a great subject to study. “

Olivia Hall
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“I chose to study English Literature because I have a passion for reading, so 
studying Literature means I get to do something I love in lessons and learn at the 
same time. The lessons in English Literature are always creative and enjoyable, 
there’s always a new discover and an engaging debate to be had about characters. 
Over the course we studied a range of texts from Shakespeare’s Othello to 
Miller’s Death of a Salesman. This was my favourite part of the course as I really 
enjoy watching and studying plays. Another advantage of studying Literature is 
the trips! I took part in the trip to London where we saw plays performed on the 
West End, we visited Harry Potter studios and learned how to write scripts and 
of course there was a little time left for some sightseeing too. “

Robyn Willis

“English Literature is a great A Level to study as the range of books, plays 
and poems which means there’s so much variety. There’s always something 
new and the class debates are very entertaining! The best part of the course 
for me was the poetry and the plays as the characters were fascinating. I 
loved studying English Literature and have applied to study this at University. 
Studying English will open up so many career paths for me such as: Journalism, 
Creative Writing, Teaching and a whole host of other options.” 

Robyn Stobbart
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Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels

English Literature
Is this course for me?
Do you long to nurture your love of reading? 
To sharpen your skills of debate, discussion and 
analysis? To broaden your understanding of the 
human condition throughout literary history? 
To be inspired by language and to put your 
intellectual curiosity to good use? Then English 
Literature is for you. 

Studying English Literature will be positively 
helpful in refining your powers of communication 
in other subjects and, furthermore, will help 
develop the skills and ability to tackle the longer, 
more disciplined writing demanded by many 
university courses, including Law and History. 
English Literature is excellent preparation for 
any university course and is regarded highly 
amongst universities.  All arts degrees require 
English; other vocational courses which prefer 
it are Law, Architecture, Business Management, 
and Education.  Students not intending to go to 
university have an excellent basis for entry into 
fields such as Journalism or Personnel.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 7716 / 7717

Course content
The English Literature course is both exciting and 
challenging, encouraging students to develop 
their enjoyment of literary studies through reading 
broadly, independently and critically.

The Aspects of Tragedy component includes 
exploration of Shakespeare and Hardy’s tragic 
heroes or heroines who are flawed in some way, 
who suffer and cause suffering to others.

The Elements of Crime Writing component 
focuses on transgressions against established order 
and the breaking of national, social, religious or 
moral laws. It examines the ways significant crimes 
drive narratives ranging from 17th century plays to 
post-2000 novels. 

The final, non-examined component contemplates 
the application of narrative theories including 
feminist theory, Marxist theory, eco-critical theory, 
post-colonial theory and literary value and the 
canon.

Assessment

A Level

• Open book examination (40%)
• Closed book examination (40%)
• Non-examination assessment (20%)

Entry requirements
Students should have achieved Grade 6 in English 
in both Language and Literature at GCSE, but 
preferably grade 7.
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Learning a language, at the heart of it, is about meeting people 
from different cultures, and being able to communicate with 
them.  It’s also about knowing what makes them tick, and what is 
important in their culture is just as important as the vocabulary. 
There can be no doubt that being able to meet people from the 
target language country makes a huge difference to students’ 
understanding.  For this reason, we promote different ways to 
have regular contact with young people from France, and we are 
developing links with a school in France.  The confidence which 
this gives students cannot be underestimated. Learning how to 
meet and interact with groups of new people and find ways of 
working with them are skills which prove invaluable later in life.

Past students

Chloe Henderson is currently in her 3rd year at Durham University, studying French and German.
Kate Finnemore is currently studying French at the University of Chester.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience of studying A Level French at Bede 
Academy. The course is hugely diverse and covers a wide range of topics affecting 
the western world, from the importance of music and culture in French society to 
political issues which play a role in daily life. Additionally, I have studied 2 french 
novels over the course, which has been particularly exciting. Since starting in Year 
12, my language skills have improved significantly, allowing me to communicate 
comfortably on a recent trip to France. The opportunities that the study of languages 
bring is extensive, and I look forward to continuing my studies at a higher level. I 
would truly recommend the course to any budding linguists!” 

Jake Watson



French

Sixth Form Course Guide
A LEVEL

Is this course for me?
If you enjoyed learning languages at GCSE, then 
further study of languages at A level will give you 
the opportunity to learn useful, practical skills 
which you can apply in many situations in life, 
whether at work or at leisure.  You can expect to 
develop a deeper understanding of the culture of 
your chosen language.  An interest in developing 
your spoken language skills is vital, and students are 
encouraged to speak as much target language as 
possible.

Languages open doors, and a language qualification 
will undoubtedly enhance the range of career 
opportunities and prospects in today’s global 
work environment, and boost your employability.  
Students may choose to continue their study of 
languages at university, as a degree course or as 
part of another course, such as Business Studies, 
Engineering, Law or Accountancy to name but a few.  
A Modern Language qualification can lead to a wide 
range of career options, such as Business, Banking, 
Journalism, Law, Public Relations and Engineering.

Examination Board AQA

Specification A-Level : 7652

Course content
In the classroom, emphasis is placed on the 
active use of the foreign language and on the 
exploitation of the foreign language.  Authentic 
materials play an important role, and many DVDs, 
web articles, magazines and online language 
learning opportunities are integrated into the 
course.

Y12

In Year 12, students will study the current social 
issues and trends, such as the changing nature of 
family life, the digital world and popular culture.  
They will also study the artistic culture of the 
countries where the language is spoken.  They 
will also study a film in Year 12, and current 6th 
formers are studying “La Haine”, which won awards 
for its depiction of 24 hours in the lives of three 
young men in the French suburbs the day after a 
violent riot.

Y13

In Year 13, students study for the A-level. The 
topics covered include multiculturalism, culture 
and different aspects of political life.  They will 
also study a book or a play. The book currently 
being studied is “Bonjour Tristesse” by Françoise 
Sagan. They also undertake a research project on 
an aspect of the target language country which 
interests them. This not only allows them to 
pursue their own interests, but also to develop 
the research skills needed for university.

Assessment
• Unit 1 (2 hours 30 mins) Listening and reading 

paper.  It also includes translation into English. 
This is 50 % of the A-Level.

• Unit 2 (2 hours) Essay paper.  Students write 
about the film they studies in Year 12, and the 
book or play they studied in Year 13. This paper is 
worth 20% of the A-Level

• Unit 3 – Speaking exam. Students discuss one 
topic with the help of a stimulus card.  They then 
present and discuss their independent research 
project.  This exam is worth 30% of the A-Level

Entry requirements
Grade 7 or above at GCSE is desirable, Grade 6 
possible



Geography
Is this course for me?
Are you interested in studying a world that is 
constantly changing? Would you like to develop 
your communication, spatial awareness and 
problem solving skills? Would you like to study one 
of the top 10 subjects preferred by universities? 
If the answer to the above three questions is yes, 
then Geography is a good A Level choice for you. 
Geography leads to exciting courses in Science, 
Arts and Social Science subjects and careers 
in Land Management, Environment Agencies, 
Teaching, Planning or Travel and Tourism. It is seen 
as very useful in both the legal and financial sectors 
of employment.

Examination Board Edexcel

Specification 8/9GEO

Course content
At A Level students will study local and global 
themes, . Students will discover how their 
own actions can relate to the wider world, 
be it their local area or a country far away. In 
Year 12, students will study Tectonic Processes, 
Coastal Landscapes, Regenerating Places and 
Globalisation. In Year 13, students will study the 
Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The Carbon 
Cycle and Energy Security, Superpowers and 
Global Development and Health, Human Rights 
and Interventions.

Students will also be expected to participate in 
4 days of fieldwork in Year 12 which will develop 
the skills needed to complete the Independent 
Investigation. The Independent Investigation will 
allow the development of the investigative skills 
needed to prepare students for the demands 
of higher education and employment. Paper 3 
is a synoptic paper that will focus on Players, 
Attitudes and Actions, Futures and Uncertainties.  

Assessment
A Level

• Paper 1 (30%)
• Paper 2 (30%)
• Paper 3 (20%)
• Independent Investigation (20%)

Entry requirements
• GCSE Geography Grade 6 
• GCSE Mathematics Grade 5 desirable

Sixth Form Course Guide
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Geography combines well with both arts and science subjects. Geography is highly valued 
by universities as an A Level choice. The Russell Group names Geography as one of the eight 
facilitating subjects. In 2015 The Guardian identified Geography as the ‘must-have A Level’.

Your A Level Geography course will cover both the physical and human environments and 
the complex interaction of processes that shape our world. It will also, importantly, show the 

applied side of the subject - how human intervention affects the environment and how people 
adapt and mitigate the effects of processes on their environment. This is complex and dynamic 

and varies from place to place depending on people’s resources, technology and culture.

You will learn in a wide variety of ways, using maps, GIS skills, data analysis, photos, videos, and 
podcasts, as well as attending lectures. Fieldwork will be an essential part of your A Level course. 

As well as this, you will get to go on a residential trip to North Yorkshire as well as several local 
fieldtrip days. 

Geography is a broad based subject which provides lots of opportunities for future progression. For example, 
Geography is an obvious choice for careers in sustainability and green issues, urban regeneration, energy supply, 

retail location, managing the effects of hazards and climate change. For careers in the world of business, an 
understanding of global economics forms an important part of Geography. If you are thinking of a career in law, 

human rights, international relations or welfare, then Geography gives you the opportunity to consider relevant 
issues such as; How do we measure development? What are the consequences of migration on societies? If you 

are working towards a future course in medicine or veterinary medicine then Geography is a good choice to give 
your A Level options the breadth that universities seek. You will gain a clear understanding of how the environment 

affects health and survival of people, animals and ecosystems as well as enhancing your skills of writing essays and 
extended reports.

To get a top grade you will need to read around the subject in newspapers and through magazine and internet 
articles; TV and radio documentaries are a rich source of current issues too.
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A History degree is excellent preparation for both History specific careers, such as archive and museum work, 
and a gateway subject to many other fields.  Most notably it is seen as an entry route into Law.  Therefore, 
after graduating, History students go on to anything and everything, forging careers in academia, the law, the 
civil service, politics, journalism, teaching, consultancy, banking, business, public relations, marketing, retail, 
accountancy and more.

In recent years, more than 60 per cent of graduates went 
into full-time work immediately after their degree, 25 
per cent did further study, and the remainder did a 
combination of further study and work, or volunteer 
work and internships. Bede’s former students who 
have now graduated from History degrees are already 
working as teachers, lawyers and in business.  Overall 
it is a subject that offers you the best of both worlds: 
three years studying a subject you love and a real return 
on your investment in a career for your future.

“I found A Level History one of the most interesting things I have studied and, as someone pursuing a career 
in Law, learning about how the Medieval legal system has influenced the system we have access to today, was 
invaluable.
I can guarantee that students will very quickly develop a love for Henry II’s no-nonsense approach to kingship, 
have a strong dislike for King John’s terrible character, and laugh out loud to some of the ridiculous decision-
making from the Crusades. 
Believe it or not, A Level History helped me get my part-time job at Fenwick’s Department Store as my interviewer 
quizzed me on my knowledge of the Crusades. He was thoroughly impressed that I had studied something so 
complex and reputable.”

Jay Robinson- currently studying Law at Newcastle

“I have focused a lot on Medieval literature in my degree,and having a solid grounding in the History of this time 
has helped hugely –it is an impressive area of expertise.”

Heather Craddock- currently studying English Literature at Durham

“The analysis of primary sources in particular encourages you to grapple with language – something which 
ultimately helped me to feel much more comfortable in my English Literature studies.” 

Chloe Bell- currently studying English at Newcastle

“Going into Sixth Form I was convinced that university was not for me, but 
due to the interesting subjects covered and the exceptional teaching,I am now 
at Liverpool John Moore’s University studying History. It sounds odd, but the 
comedy and excitement of the course helped to form a little History family and 
we would go out on a Friday night and laugh about certain moments from the 
Crusades and Angevin units. Without that close-knit network and the engaging 
teaching, I would not be where I am today.”

Josh Aisbitt- currently studying History at Liverpool John Moore’s University
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Is this course for me?
History is considered a ‘Gold Standard’ subject.  
History develops skills of research, analysis, 
judgement, explanation and argument.  These are the 
abilities sought in a range of university courses and 
many top careers, from law and economics to media 
and management.  Above all, however, History is 
fascinating.  If you are interested in politics, warfare, 
economics, culture, or even psychology, this is the 
subject for you. 

Prospects include a highly respected qualification 
amongst top universities leading to degrees and 
prosperous careers in Accountancy, Banking, Finance, 
Management, Business, Civil Service and more.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 7041 / 7042

Course content
Today, universities and employers look for something 
different in students who apply to them.  The 
majority of History students study the 20th century 
at A Level; at Bede Academy we want students to 
stand out from the crowd and to learn something 
new.  Our A Level is special: we study Medieval 
History.

Medieval History has all the danger, drama, murder 
and romance of a soap opera – but all for real.  
Additionally, taking a course in Early History gives 
students a basis to study any later period and even 
helps students better understand the way our world 
works today.  

In studying History at A Level students will develop 
a range of historical skills and consider the work of 
a wide range of historians.  There is no hiding from 
the fact that History is a ‘written subject’, and writing 
skills will improve dramatically when studying this 
course.  

The Bede Academy History course covers:

• The Crusading Movement 
• The Angevin Empire 
• Coursework on a History topic of a student’s 

choice. This allows students to discover a more 
personal interest.  

Assessment
A Level

• 2 examinations (40% each)
• Coursework (20%)

Entry requirements
GCSE History Grade 6

History

History develops transferable skills which can lead to an incredible range of career paths.
Studying the subject develops critical thinking, interpretation skills and the ability to process 
and synthesise vast amounts of information - crucial in the data rich 21st century. History also 
cultivates verbal and written communication– vital to all future careers.  Furthermore, History 
is one of the broadest subjects you can study.  Its strands include economic, cultural, social and 
political history, and all of these can be studied at local, national or international levels. This 
breadth means you have thechance to study whatever fascinates you at university – and that 
you are prepared for careers in a vast array of fields afterwards.

Sixth Form Course Guide
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“A Level Mathematics is challenging yet 
deeply satisfying as it covers key disciplines of: 
Pure, Statistics and Mechanics. As technology 
continues to advance , so too does Mathematics, 
which increases its essential role in both everyday 
life and in the corporate world. By studying A 
Level we have the opportunity to forge a career at 
the forefront of technological advancement. We 
both feel that the topics we study and the problem 
solving we do enables us to understand much more 
about our other subjects and will stand us in great 
stead for study at university.” 

Jack Beall and Georgina Woods

“Maths A Level is a subject which challenges me to think in a different way. 
The scenarios and topics we have studied so far have enabled me to extend my 
problem solving skills. There’s always a chance in lessons to discuss the work 
and for teachers to give support. I really enjoy the independent work and the 
opportunity to develop my understanding of different mathematical problems. 
There’s always something interesting to investigate each lesson and I feel like I’m 
gaining valuable skills to support me in my application for university.” 

Caitlin Joisce

“From my study of Maths A Level I’ve definitely had a positive experience. The 
lessons have taken me understanding of various topics much further and have made 
me consider some areas from GCSE in a whole new way. It’s clear from each lesson 
that the staff put lots of effort into preparing interesting problems for us to tackle. 
There’s always a great deal of support in lessons, but also after lessons, so there’s 
opportunities to ask questions and freedom to discuss your own ideas.”

Lucy Wilkinson
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Mathematics
Is this course for me?
A Level Mathematics is an exciting and interesting 
course which goes beyond the basics of addition 
and subtraction and delves into the worlds 
of advanced algebra, geometry, trigonometry, 
mathematical modelling and more. The subject is 
suited to those who enjoy a challenge, who like 
the clarity of a correct solution, and who have 
the ability to use logical thought and formulate a 
problem in a way which allows for computation 
and decision. Advanced Mathematics can lead to 
a number of educational and career opportunities, 
making the A Level course one of the most versatile 
you can study, and it will be an asset in whatever 
career path you decide to take.

Examination Board Edexcel

Specification 9MA0

Course content
A Level Mathematicians study Pure Mathematics; 
this involves the challenge of problem solving and 
extends their knowledge of topics like algebra, 
vectors, trigonometry and calculus. In addition to 
Pure Mathematics, students will also cover some 
Statistics and Mechanics which covers Measures 
of Location and Spread, Probability, Correlation, 
Hypothesis Testing, Dynamics and Forces.

Assessment
Students are assessed in the Summer of Year 13 with 
three written papers; ‘Pure Mathematics 1’, ‘Pure 
Mathematics 2’ and ‘Statistics and Mechanics’. 

Each paper is two hours long and worth one third of 
the final grade. 

Entry requirements
Grade 7 at GCSE Mathematics

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels



Music
Is this course for me?

A Level Music is an incredibly academic and 
challenging subject but, if you love music, it is the 
course for you. A Level Music encompasses every 
aspect of being a good musician, from performing 
and designing the optimum programme to composing 
and analysing music. In addition to being an 
accomplished performer, composer and practical 
musician, you should also be interested in studying 
the history of music from a range of periods and 
styles. 

There is a range of higher education courses along 
with opportunities in the music industry such as 
military musician, music teacher, performer, and 
music technician. Universities value students who can 
participate in their ensembles.

Examination Board Edexcel

Specification 8MU0 / 9MU0

Course content
For A Level, students present a solo performance 
of 8 minutes, allowing for a wide and balanced 
programme of music. The Music Department 
funds each A Level student a 30 minute individual 
peripatetic lesson to supplement the curriculum 
lessons. The standard of performance at A Level 
is ABRSM Grade 7/8. For composition, students 
create one free-choice composition and compose 
for SATB through Bach Chorales. Students have 
access to a state of the art recording studio and a 
composition suite with Sibelius and midi keyboards.

The final unit is Appraising music, and focuses on 
how it works. Students study 18 set works - three 
for each area of study: Vocal Music, Instrumental 
Music, Music for Film, Popular Music and Jazz, 
Fusions, and New Directions. Here, students 
develop their analysing skills as well as dictation 
and wider listening.

Assessment
A Level

• Component 1: Performing 8 minute solo/
ensemble (30%)

• Component 2: Composing (30%)
• Component 3: Appraising (written 

examination, 40%)

Entry requirements
• Grade 5+ in any musical instrument or 

performance
• Grade 5+ theory
• GCSE Grade 7 desirable

Studying Music at A Level can open the gateway to other careers and fields, particularly those 
with the needs for creativity or analysis, such as English or Languages. For any student wanting to 
pursue a music-related career, A Level Music is fundamental. It lays the academic and practical 
foundations for a professional musician, and opens the door to a Music Degree easily. A Music 
Degree can lead to a variety of careers paths, including classroom or peripatetic teaching, 
professional performing, composing for film and media, or orchestral management, to name 
just a few. It also can open the doors to Music Technology and Performing Arts, including 
Drama and Theatre.

Sixth Form Course Guide
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A Level Music has been recognised as one of the most challenging 
specialist subjects to study. This is because it is a subject which 

requires a breadth of knowledge of musical history, innate 
analytical skills, a naturally creative flair for music composition, and 

exceptional performance skills. It requires you to give something of 
yourself – to share and be assessed on your own personal talents. 

It is a subject for the most dedicated of musicians. As a specialist 
subject, studying Music at A Level trains you to become a master of 

your instrument, and equips you to be able to understand music in a 
variety of contexts through analysis and practical exploration.

As well as being incredibly challenging and academic, Music is also a very sociable subject and can be enjoyed 
within a group as well as on an individual basis. Experiencing music with others is an increasingly more popular 
area of study in society, with many scholars researching the effects of group music participation on the social, 

spiritual, emotional, and mental aspects of the human condition.

“A Level Music at Bede Academy has without a doubt set me up for a musical career and 
given me the knowledge I don’t think I would have gained elsewhere. I thoroughly enjoyed 

the entire course and, looking back, still apply much of the knowledge I learned today.
This course enabled me to go on to study Music Technology at university, and also allowed 

me to carry on writing and producing music today as a self-employed guitar teacher, DJ, 
and musician.”

Callum Kewen – Graduated from Leeds Beckett University with a Music Technology degree; 
currently a self-employed guitar teacher and musician.

“Music at Bede Academy is an inspiring department filled with lots of exciting opportunities. Studying 
A Level Music gave me the foundational knowledge I needed to go and study at Durham University.
I’m now studying at the Royal Academy of Music as I pursue a professional career in Opera. This is 
all thanks to Bede Academy’s initial encouragement and support.”
Ashleigh Charlton – Graduated from Durham University, currently studying at the Royal Academy 
of Music, London.

“Studying Music was ideal preparation for the independent work required at university, and the 
confidence I developed in my own creativity through the performance and composition work is 
something I have drawn on to express my ideas throughout my English degree.
The theoretical knowledge I gained from the A-Level course has given me the opportunity to 
participate in the musical culture at university, through running an A Cappella choir and arranging 
music, as well as editing the music and theatre pages of the university newspaper – an essential 
break from the reading required while studying Literature.”
Heather Craddock –  Graduated from Durham University with an English Literature degree; she is 
currently doing her Masters Degree at Durham University.

2022 - 2024

Other students

•   Pop Music at Leeds College of Music
•   BA Hons Music at Newcastle University.
•   MMus Masters in Music at Newcastle University.
•   Qualified teachers and Primary School specialists in Music.
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“Choosing to do Physics A-level was an easy decision for me, as I was 
always completely enticed by the subject. I didn’t get the highest grades 
at GCSE, so I wasn’t sure whether or not I could make it, especially 
since so few people took it as an A-level, due to its perceived difficulty.
However, doing Physics really sets you up for any Maths, or engineering 
subject, so don’t be afraid of it. It has been a real eye-opener into the 
way the world works, and I am especially looking forward to studying 
astronomy and cosmology. I would definitely recommend this course, as 
the teachers are amazing and the content is really interesting. 
I am thinking of going into Architecture at university, and I am very glad 
that I have taken Physics for A-level, as I am sure it will be very helpful.”

Katherine Stafford

“In year 11 I decided I wanted to pursue Physics and all the deep links it has 
to my other chosen subjects (Maths and Engineering). The knowledge gained 
through the Physics course here is highly valuable and explains how everything 
around us is linked through intergalactic and intermolecular forces. 
I plan to use my understanding of Physics in the future, during my mechanical 
engineering course at university. This A-level course will hopefully give me the 
crucial pieces of information when understanding how something works.”

Evan Hall

“I chose to study Physics more or less by accident. Bede Academy requested that I 
choose a fourth subject – to complete my sixth form timetable. Physics happened 
to be the ‘least-bad’ remaining option! I did not enjoy Physics at GCSE; I found the 
topics difficult and simultaneously mundane. And the thought of studying Physics 
for two more years had not crossed my mind. 
If I had not chosen Physics I would have missed out on so much. I can confidently 
say that Physics at A level is fascinating and I absolutely love it. (Even though it can 
be challenging at times). This year I thoroughly look forward to every Physics lesson 
and enjoy learning about the exciting parts of Physics that did not come across 
in the GCSE years. I would love to explore more theoretical Physics whilst I am 
studying Mathematics at university.”

Aimee Mancer

“Through studying Physics, I have gained a deeper understanding of how different 
things interact with each other on earth. And that forces have an influence on 
basically everything we do in our day to day lives, which has been extremely 
interesting. 
Physics has helped me build up my problem solving, research, and analytical skills. 
With these skills I have been able to test out new ideas and question and investigate 
other people’s theories.  These skills will help me to go on to study Science at 
university next year.”

Jack Beall



Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels

Physics
Is this course for me?
Ever wondered what is inside a proton? How to 
work out where your cannonball will land? How 
fast your satellite will have to go to maintain a 
stable orbit? Then this fascinating Physics course 
will provide a unique challenge developing many 
sought after skills as well as knowledge.

The Russell Group of universities report ‘Informed 
Choices’ in 2018 has identified Physics as the 
second most sought after A level and is a key 
subject for higher education courses. Physics and 
other ‘facilitating’ subjects at A-level will open up 
many more university course options.

Physics can lead to employment as a geophysicist/
field seismologist, healthcare scientist, research 
scientist (physical sciences), meteorologist, 
structural engineer or technical author. Studying 
A Level Physics can lead to degree courses in 
Mathematics, Physics, Mechanical Engineering, Civil 
Engineering, Economics or Computer Science.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 7408

Course content
Year 12 includes studying the fundamental building 
blocks of matter as well as mechanics, waves and 
materials. Year 13 students will study oscillatory 
motion, gravitational fields and nuclear physics. There 
is also an optional unit which students can cover from 
a range of interesting topics. There is no coursework 
on this course; however, performance during practical 
work will be assessed. There are 3 examinations at the 
end of the 2 years for A Level, all of which are 2 hours. 
At least 15% of the marks for A Level Physics are based 
on what students learn during practical work.

Assessment
A Level

• Paper 1 (34%)
• Paper 2 (34%)
• Paper 3 (32%)

Practical endorsement for Physics

• Non-examination assessment
• Reported separately

Entry requirements
• GCSE Physics Grade 6 OR GCSE Combined 

Science 7-6
• GCSE Mathematics Grade 6
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“I have decided to apply for Architecture at university. I have been inspired by 
the passion of the Engineering department, which has given me an appreciation 
for art and design. My product design studies, taught by Mr Davies, has given 
me an excellent foundation in the design aspect of engineering, and this is 
something which I am greatly looking forward to developing throughout my 
architecture studies.”

Finlay Greenwood 

“Product Design at Bede Academy provides a diverse course 
that has set me up with the skills and knowledge needed in order 
to pursue a future in landscape architecture. The theoretical 
side of the course offers insight into many areas of the design 
and manufacture industry from looking at the properties of 
individual materials to the large scale production methods of 
manufactured goods. This course is ideal for anyone who aspires 
to work within design and manufacturing industries as it not only 
builds individual skills in the workshop but boosts knowledge and 
confidence within this field of work.”

Jacob Glendinning

“Studying Product Design at A-Level provides students with a detailed insight 
into modern day manufacturing and allows us to benefit by enhancing both our 
practical and theory skills. Being able to take part in the practical elements of 
Product Design has enabled me to gain more confidence and independence in my 
studies, as well as allowing me to develop my theoretical skills along the way. The 
Engineering department is a highly-developed area of Bede. The experience of 
studying Product Design with the staff has influenced my decision to move onto 
working within the teaching industry at University because of the opportunities 
it has given me as a student, alongside the support and encouragement I have 
received whilst studying the subject.”

Hannah James

“Taking Product Design has put me in a perfect position to further pursue 
a career in engineering. The course has helped me by developing vital skills 
such as: problem solving and communication in the workshop, whilst working 
individually. The course is a highly enjoyable option and a fantastic start to 
applying for university courses such as Mechanical engineering or just using 
the knowledge and skills in later life with everything naturally being applicable 
to real-situations.”

Evan Hall
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Product 
Design

Is this course for me?
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives 
students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge 
and confidence to succeed in a number of careers. 
Especially those in the creative industries. Students will 
investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental 
and economic influences on design and technology, 
whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in 
to practice by producing prototypes of their choice. 
Students will gain a real understanding of what it 
means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and 
skills sought by higher education and employers.

Examination Board AQA

Specification 2550

Course content
Students must engage in both practical and 
theoretical study. This specification requires 
students to cover two specific areas of Design and 
Technology that are split into technical principles 
and designing and making principles. Students will 
be required to demonstrate a mature attitude to 
the design process; seeing a project through from 
brief to concept.  Students must also demonstrate 
maths and science skills. These will need to be 
evident in the NEA portfolio and within the 
written exams.

Paper 1 - Technical principles. Written exam: 2 
hours and 30 minutes worth 120 marks and 30% of 
A Level. Questions are a mixture of short answer 
and extended response.

Paper 2 - Designing and making principles. Written 
exam: 1 hour and 30 minutes worth 80 marks and 
20% of A Level. Questions are a mixture of short 
answer and extended response questions. 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) - Practical 
application of technical principles, designing and 
making principles. Substantial design and make 
project worth 100 marks and 50% of A Level. 
Evidence is written or digital design portfolio and 
photographic evidence of final prototype.

Assessment
• A Level
• Paper 1: Written Exam (30%)
• Paper 2: Written Exam (20%)
• Non-examination assessment (50%)

Entry requirements
GCSE Mathematics Grade 5 desirable

Although A level Product Design is demanding in terms of 
the Non-Examined Assessment task which will require a 
significant amount of focus, determination and resilience 
to complete to a high level, the course also provides 
students with the opportunities to get involved with wider 
curricular projects.  In October of 2018, A Level Product 
Design and Engineering students waorked together to create 
a wonderful installation that paid tribute to the servicemen 
and women, as part of Remembrance celebrations.  The 
structure was designed and manufactured largely by 
students and was an impressive and fitting tribute.  Another 
extracurricular opportunity available to Sixth Form students 
is the Greenpower program where students can contribute 
to the design, manufacture and racing of an electric powered 
racing car.  There are many aspects to the cars performance, 
ranging from aerodynamics to the analysis of battery life.
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Whether you think you are a religious person or not, or whether you think faith has had a constructive 
or destructive influence throughout history, it is undeniable that human beings throughout all time, 
and all around the world, have taken part in prayer, worship, singing, and rituals to their gods, known 
or unknown.  We have sought answers to life’s big questions, such as: the meaning of life.  Is there a 
God?  What is he like? Why is there evil and suffering? Is there after death? Why are we here?

Career paths with RS:
Religious Studies is an excellent qualification for a wide range 
of careers from social welfare and medicine, through journalism 
and teaching, to personnel, administration, law or commercial 
options.  The study of Ethics in particular is an important element 
of study in each of the above careers, while the study of 1st 
Century culture and society is a valuable introduction for those 
considering careers related to History.

Former students have succeeded in securing places to study 
History or English Literature at highly respected universities such 
as York; and others are studying Theology at Durham.

“I enjoy Religious Studies because it enables me to 
have a greater understanding of the world, from how 
it began to the way in which it is being affected by 
current issues such as Global Warming.  Studying RS has 
greatly increased my general knowledge about various 
aspects of the world, while also enabling me to think 
and express my views more articulately. It also covers 
a broad spectrum of topics, therefore, I would highly 
recommend considering this course.”

Anna Leason

“Religious Studies allows me to broaden my ways 
of thinking and teaches different ways to approach 
situations.”  

Adam Swallwell



Religious Studies
Is this course for me?
Religious Studies is an attractive option if you 
are interested in studying the fundamental 
questions which all human beings ask: “Does 
life have a purpose?”, “Who is God?”, “Why do 
we suffer?”, “What makes something right or 
wrong?” and “How do we understand historical 
and religious writings?” 

The subject gets to grips with real people’s lives, 
what they believe and what makes them act as 
they do. Religious Studies will appeal to you if 
you are enthusiastic and thoughtful enough to 
want to understand the deeply held convictions 
of others and to examine your own prejudices, 
assumptions and beliefs. 

This course provides a solid foundation for 
entry into higher education. Religious Studies 
is an excellent qualification for a wide range 
of careers from Social Welfare and Medicine, 
through Journalism and Teaching, to Personnel, 
Administration, Law or Commercial options.

Examination Board Edexcel

Specification 9RS0

Course content
The chosen modules provide a fascinating and a 
wide ranging study of philosophical belief as well as 
a detailed consideration of the nature of morality. 
There are three units in each year: ‘Philosophy of 
Religion’ explores the arguments that have been 
presented for and against the existence of God, 
as well as the question of why evil exists in the 
world.  In relation to the latter, you will be able to 
assess the strengths and weaknesses of the various 
answers that have been given for that question.  The 
second unit, ‘Religion and Ethics’ will give you the 
opportunity to consider how people make decisions 
about right and wrong and to engage critically 
with society’s concepts of morality.  The final unit, 
studied alongside the other two, is an in-depth 
investigation of the New Testament Gospels of John, 
in Year 12, and aspects also of Luke in Year 13.  You 
will have the opportunity to explore the significance 
of these two Gospels, their historical, cultural and 
political background in the 1st Century AD, and how 
these texts have been interpreted over the centuries.  
Their implications for contemporary morality will 
also be considered. 

 At the end of Year 13, each unit is assessed by a two 
hour examination marked out of 80, consisting of 
three sections which also combine shorter written 
answers and an essay question.

Assessment
A Level

3 units (2 hour examination)
• Philosophy
• Ethics
• New Testament

Entry requirements
GCSE Religious Studies Grade 6
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Course content
The units covered provide a good grounding in a range of scientific areas within Biology and make the course 
suitable for students wishing to go into a wide range of scientific industries and courses at University.

During the course you will develop the transferable and higher order skills which are valued by higher 
education providers and employers. The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher 
education providers as contributing to admission requirements for many relevant courses. Taken on its 
own, the BTEC in Human Biology will offer the opportunity to progress to some Biology-related degree 
courses. Taken alongside other qualifications, it will prepare learners to progress to a wider range of degree 
programmes or employment, including Occupational Health, Nursing, Midwifery, and Sport Sciences.

Three mandatory units are studied in the Extended certificate:

• Unit 1: Principles of Applied Human Biology

• Unit 2: Practical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases

• Unit 3: Human Biology and Health Issues

Assessment is specifically designed to fit the purpose and objective of the qualification. It includes a range 
of assessment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications in the sector. There are 2 main forms of 
assessment of which you need to be aware: external, internal and synoptic, which include assignments and 
examinations.

Entry requirements
GCSE Combined Science Grade 5-4
GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 4 essential
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Psychology
Is this course for me?
Ever wondered if prison really does change criminal behaviour? Or why some people conform? Or perhaps 
if the experiences you had before the age of five really do shape the person you are today?
A-level Psychology will give you an understanding of the way people think and why people behave in certain 
ways. Throughout the course you will learn a range of topics from how society influences individuals’ 
decisions to our current understanding of memory including detail of the multi-store model, the working 
memory model and different types of long term memory. Interference and retrieval failure as explanations 
for forgetting are also explored in more detail. Factors affecting the reliability of eye-witness testimony 
are also developed further with the inclusion of the use of the cognitive interview to improve accuracy. 
Current issues in Psychology will be studied along with various ‘debates’ that are relevant to explaining 
behaviour: nature-nurture, free will and determinism, holism and reductionism, idiographic and nomothetic 
approaches to investigation.

You will learn a variety of skills including analytical thinking, improved communication, problem solving 
and many more that will prepare you for an exciting future with the possibility of a range of fantastic 
careers.

Units of Assessment: 

At A-level there are three exams, each account for one third of your A-level. The three exams last 2 hours 
and are worth 96 marks each. The exams consist of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions. A good standard of literacy is needed to be able to answer the extended writing questions in a 
logical and coherent manner.

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels

Possible career options

Marketing
Business development
Accountancy
Human resources
Forensic psychology
Occupational therapy
Clinical psychology
Nursing
Teaching

Entry requirements
English, Maths, Science (combined and 
triple) 5
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Is this course for me?
Are you interested in a possible career in the sports and 
leisure industry? This course will equip you with the skills, 
knowledge and practical experiences you need across a 
broad range of areas, and give you the choice to specialise 
in your particular areas of interest. You will learn about 
the functioning of the human body, and explore current 
issues in the world of sport and in sports coaching. 

Course content
This is a vocational-based course aimed to equip 
students with the skills required for higher education or 
employment in the sports industry. You will learn about 
how the body works, as well as current issues in sport 
and sports coaching. The classroom-based lessons are 
supplemented with practical sessions to help develop 
their understanding.

The course can be completed as a Single or Double Award.

Content:

The three major theoretical units covered of the Single 
Award are:

• Anatomy and Physiology (assessed by written 
examination)

• Fitness Training and Programming (assessed by written 
examination)

• The Sports Industry (coursework assessed)

These units give you the knowledge and understanding 
which underpin many areas of work and employment in 
the sports sector. 

Students have the opportunity to complete the Diploma 
course which involves studying additional units including:

• Fitness Testing
• Sports Coaching
• Sports Performance and Analysis
• The Athletes Lifestyle

All of these units are assessed by ongoing coursework.

These units combine practical experiences with learning in 
a variety of sport-related contexts. 

Entry requirements
• GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 

4 essential
• GCSE Grade 4 in any Science or GCSE Grade 6 

in PE (if studied)

Sport

Why Take BTEC Sport? 

This course has lots of benefits not only 
academically but for your own personal 
development. It opens up opportunities 
for you to coach and work with younger 
students within the school, which in 
turn allows you to gain a new level of 
confidence. Many units across the course 
allow you to take on the role of a coach or 
young leader, getting the chance to attend 
and run sporting events. This is giving you 
the priceless experience needed to go on 
and have a career in coaching/ teaching. 
It is allowing you to develop several 
skills which you will need in a future 
sporting career, such as: communication, 
empathy, leadership, rapport, knowledge 
and understanding of a range of sports, 
motivation, positive attitude, time 
management and organisational skills. 
Many of our students have gone on to 
study Sport at University and are currently 
working in the sports industry.

Fashion & Textiles
Is this course for me?

This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives 
students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and 
confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially 
those in the creative industries. They will investigate 
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic 
influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying 
opportunities to put their learning in to practice by 
producing prototype of their choice. Students will gain 
a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, 
alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher 
education and employers.

We’re confident you’ll find this specification clear and 
easy to use, as a number of teachers and assessment 
experts have helped us to produce it. We’ve structured 
the content so that you can co-teach AS and A-level 
Design and Technology students, allowing for maximum 
flexibility in lesson timetabling and teaching resources.

A-level Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles 
requires students to engage in both practical and 
theoretical study. This specification requires students to 
cover design and technology skills and knowledge as set 
out below. These have been separated into:
• Technical principles
• Designing and making principles

Students should develop the ability to draw on and 
apply a range of skills and knowledge GCSE experience 
and also from other subject areas to inform their 
decisions in design and the application or development 
of technology. There are clear links between aspects of 
the specification content and other subject areas such 
as Computer Science, Business Studies, Art and Design 
and History. 

This is not an exhaustive list, and there are other 
opportunities within the specification for students 
to integrate and apply their wider learning and 
understanding from other subject areas studied during 
Key Stage 4, as well as those subjects that they are 
studying alongside A-level Design and Technology.

Students must also demonstrate maths and science 
skills. 

Units of Assessment: 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
Practical application of core technical 
principles, core designing and making principles 
and additional specialist knowledge 
How it’s assessed 
Substantial design and make project 
100 marks 
50% of A-level Evidence Written or digital 
design portfolio and photographic evidence of 
final prototype.

Paper 1 
Technical principles 

How it’s assessed 
Written exam: 2.5 hours 
120 marks 
30% of A-level Questions Mixture of short 
answer and extended response.

Paper 2
Designing and making principles 

How it’s assessed 
Written exam: 1.5 hours 
80 marks 
20% of A-level Questions Mixture of short 
answer and extended response questions 

Section A  
Product analysis: 30 marks 
Up to 6 short answer questions based on visual 
stimulus of product(s). 

Section B 
Commercial manufacture: 50 marks 
Mixture of short and extended response 
questions.

Sixth Form Course Guide
A Levels

Entry requirements
English 5, Mathematics 5
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“I completed the BTEC Engineering Diploma which was worth 2 A Levels at Bede Academy Sixth 
Form.  I also did the ICT course as I felt this would complement my Engineering.  The units are widely 
varied and it allowed me to get a better understanding across a range of Engineering sectors.  As I 
moved into Year 13, I decided to look for apprenticeships as I really wanted a work based learning 
on leaving the Sixth Form.  The Engineering department were able to help me look for and apply 
for apprenticeships in the areas of interest and I eventually decided to accept an apprenticeship 
at Draeger.  I am very happy here and the two years studying at Bede has given me an excellent 
foundation of skills.”

Alex-Sanderson Bell



Engineering

Sixth Form Course Guide
BTEC

Is this course for me?
BTEC Engineering is a two year course, equivalent to 
one, one and a half or two A Level qualifications. Two 
units are examination based and externally assessed.  
The BTEC Extended Certificate is a two year course, 
equivalent to one A level.  The BTEC Diploma in 
Engineering is a two year course, equivalent to two 
A Level qualifications. This courses are made up of 
mandatory and optional units.

Students successful in this course can access higher 
education courses and careers in a wide variety of 
engineering roles. It would also be the perfect starting 
point if you were wanting to move into an engineering 
apprenticeship. 

Course content
The Extended Certificate includes the following 
mandatory units:

• Unit 1 Engineering Principles (External - examination)
• Unit 2 Delivery of Engineering processes safely as a 

team (Mandatory) 
• Unit 3 Engineering product design & manufacture 

(External - design task)
• In addition, students choose one further optional 

unit.
• The Diploma is made up of ten units of which five 

are mandatory and two are external. Mandatory 
content (58%). External assessment (33%) including a 
two hour exam and a ten hour design task. 

• In addition to the Units required for the Extended 
Certificate, students will cover the majority of the 
units listed below for the diploma:

• Unit 4 Applied Commercial and Quality principles in 
Engineering (Mandatory) 

• Unit 5 Specialist Engineering Project (Mandatory) 
• Unit 9 Work experience
• Unit 10 Computer Aided Design in Engineering
• Unit 13 Welding Technology
• Unit 19 Electronic devices & circuits
• Unit 25 Mechanical Behaviour of Metallic Materials
• Unit 41 Secondary Machining Processes

Entry requirements
Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics is desirable
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“BTEC Health and Social Care at Bede Academy has 
helped prepare me for a teaching career in Primary 
Education. I thoroughly enjoy this subject, not only 
because it covers a wide range of interesting and useful 
units of work but it has also helped me to work as a 
team member and independently, which will give me 
confidence at University. Health and Social Care can be 
challenging at times but with the encouragement and 
support from the teachers it has allowed me to achieve 
a high level of work to enable me to get into University. “

Nicole Dixon -  Applying for Primary Education at 
University 

“BTEC Health and Social Care has helped me immensely by expanding my 
knowledge about the importance of caring for individuals. The subject covers a 
wide range of interesting topics which will be useful when studying Nursing at 
University. I have thoroughly enjoyed this course.” 

Ellie-Brooke Tweddle - Applying for Nursing at University. 

“Studying Health and Social Care at Bede Academy has allowed me to further my 
knowledge which I would not have gained otherwise. Throughout the course I 
have enjoyed learning about every aspect of Health Care and Social Care. Having 
the support I needed from my teachers enabled me to reach my full potential. 
Studying this course has helped me to gain knowledge and understanding which 
will be of use when I embark on a career in the Care Sector.”

Rachel Hindmarch – Applying for an apprenticeship in the Care Sector 

“BTEC Health and Social Care is definitely preparing me for a career in 
Primary Education. The content of the course is extending my knowledge and 
understanding in terms of safeguarding individuals of all ages and abilities. This 
course will most definitely enable me to pursue a career in Primary school 
teaching next year. The teachers give me lots of encouragement and are helping 
me to do my very best, ensuring that I get the grade I require to get into University, 
to follow my ambition.” 

Ellie Ramshaw (year 12) – Pursuing a career in Primary Education 

“BTEC Health and Social Care at Bede Academy has set me up for a career as a 
Paramedic. I have gained a great deal of knowledge on how to care for people in 
the Health Care and Social Care sector as well as the principles of safe practices. 
I would not have gained this knowledge or had this level of support anywhere 
else.” 

Aleisha Tosney (year 12) – Wanting to follow a career as a Paramedic 
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Health and
Social Care

Course content

Students may choose to study either the BTEC Level 
3 National Extended Certificate in Health and Social  
Care, which is the equivalent of one A Level and 
comprises of four units, or BTEC Level 3 National 
Diploma in Health and Soicial Care which is the 
equivalent of two A Levels and comprises eight units. 

Assesment:
Two written examination papers are taken in both 
courses. One in January and the second in May/June. In 
the Diploma there is an additional research task which 
is carried out in Year 13.
The units covered in the Extended Certificate course 
are:

• Unit 1: Human lifespan development - externally    
assessed written examination paper lasting one 
and a half hours (January)

• Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care - 
externally assessed written examination paper 
lasting one and a half hours (May/June)

• Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support needs
• Unit 14: Psychological disorders

Students who follow the Diploma course will, in 
addition, study the following units:

• Unit 4: Enquiries into Current Research in Health 
and Social Care - Internally assessed research task. 

• Unit 7: Principles of Safe Practice in Health and 
Social Care

• Unit 8: Promoting Public Health
• Unit 19: Nutritional Health

Is this course for me?
BTEC Health and Social Care offers a thorough 
approach to studies of the Health and Social 
Care sector and provides much of the knowledge 
included in the NHS Knowledge and Skills 
framework. You will study mandatory and 
optional units then present a range of evidence 
based on actual work and studies. In addition, 
you will carry out two written examinations 
which are externally assessed.

The course allows you to either progress straight 
into employment in areas such as care work or 
health care assistants, or progress further into 
higher education to study nursing, social work or 
childhood and professional practice studies at 
university.

Entry requirements
GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 4 
essential

“BTEC Health and Social Care at Bede Academy has influenced me in my choice of career as 
a Nurse. It has allowed me to gain knowledge and understanding of the important aspects 
of Health Care and Social Care. The course is challenging at times, but it is interesting. The 
teachers encourage me to work to the best of my ability and achieve the grades I need to 
go to University to study Nursing.” 

Zara McColgan (year 12 ) – Applying for Nursing at University next year. 



Course content
The units covered provide a good grounding in a range of scientific areas within Biology and make the course 
suitable for students wishing to go into a wide range of scientific industries and courses at University.

During the course you will develop the transferable and higher order skills which are valued by higher 
education providers and employers. The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher 
education providers as contributing to admission requirements for many relevant courses. Taken on its 
own, the BTEC in Human Biology will offer the opportunity to progress to some Biology-related degree 
courses. Taken alongside other qualifications, it will prepare learners to progress to a wider range of degree 
programmes or employment, including Occupational Health, Nursing, Midwifery, and Sport Sciences.

Three mandatory units are studied in the Extended certificate:

• Unit 1: Principles of Applied Human Biology

• Unit 2: Practical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases

• Unit 3: Human Biology and Health Issues

Assessment is specifically designed to fit the purpose and objective of the qualification. It includes a range 
of assessment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications in the sector. There are 2 main forms of 
assessment of which you need to be aware: external, internal and synoptic, which include assignments and 
examinations.

Entry requirements
GCSE Combined Science Grade 5-4
GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 4 essential

2022 - 2024



Human Biology
Is this course for me?
Do you want a career where you can make a difference to the health of others? Then you will need 
to know how the human body works, in good and poor health. There are many different ways that 
human health can be affected, from individual biology and genetic makeup to lifestyle decisions 
and actions taken by individuals and populations.

You will study how the human body functions at a genetic, cellular and tissue level.
You will gain understanding of how human biology and lifestyle factors interact to affect the health of 
individuals and populations. You will also explore the many ways that this knowledge can be applied 
in order to improve diagnostic and health outcomes.

This will give you a foundation for biological study, as you will gain theoretical knowledge of human 
body functioning, an insight into the factors and risks affecting health and knowledge of how biology 
is applied to make a positive impact on all our lives.

Units of Assessment: 
Unit 1: 
Principles of Applied Human Biology
This unit will be assessed through a written examination worth 80 marks, which is set and marked by 
Pearson, the examination board. The examination will last 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
The paper will include a range of question types, including multiple choice, calculations, short answer 
and open response. These question types will assess knowledge and understanding of the content in 
this unit. Sample assessment materials

Unit 2: 
Practical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
This unit is assessed through your practical and theory work in the classroom. You will investigate the 
effect of antimicrobial agents on the growth of microorganisms, by selecting and applying knowledge 
of microorganisms and infectious diseases. You will draw on their wider scientific understanding and 
skills to plan and carry out a range of practical techniques.

Sixth Form Course Guide
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Is this course for me?

This is a vocational course aimed to equip you with 
the skills required for higher education or employment 
in the IT industry. You will gain a broad range of skills 
which are transferable to the world of work.

Course content
Students can choose to study either the National 
Extended Certificate or the National Foundation 
Diploma. The National Extended Certificate is the 
equivalent of one A Level and comprises four units. The 
National Foundation Diploma is the equivalent of one 
and a half A Levels and comprises six units.

The National Extended Certificate is designed for 
students who are interested in an introduction into 
the study of creating IT systems to manage and share 
information alongside other fields of study, with a view 
to progressing to a wide range of higher education 
courses, not necessarily in IT. The units covered are: 

• Unit 1: Information Technology Systems
• Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information
• Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business
• Unit 6: Website Development

These qualifications are designed to enable students to 
enter employment at operative or trainee level within 
a wide range of environments using ICT. Such students 
would normally enter employment through a work-
related training programme or go on to further studies 
in this area.

Entry requirements
GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 4 
essential

Sixth Form Course Guide
BTEC

Information
Technology
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“I chose ICT at GCSE because I enjoy using computers and learning about 
new technology. This then made me choose BTEC ICT at Sixth Form and 
have not regretted it once. 

Mrs Taylor’s teaching style is great; she gives us all of the information we 
need and provides lots of support if someone doesn’t understand. Studying 
ICT will help get me gain the knowledge and experience I need to get an 
Apprenticeship in IT once I have finished my studies.”  

Matthew Jones

“I chose ICT because it enabled me to develop the 
knowledge and skills to become a competent user of 

IT software and systems that I have an interest in, that 
benefits me in the long run. Due to the advancement of 

technology in today’s society I am equipped with the skills 
that are necessary due to choosing ICT as a subject! I enjoy 

ICT because it allows me to experience multiple different 
topics but my favourite is designing a website. I think it is a 

great experience and allows you to be very creative.”

Olivia Marshall 

“I selected IT to go alongside my business A Level as they correspond a lot. Also 
IT gives a lot of basic knowledge about computers that will help me in anything 
I choose to do. I like how we are given all the information in basic form and take 
notes, as then I can do with it as I please. Hopefully this course will assist me well 
on the business course which I’d like to do at university.”

Poppy Gates
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Is this course for me?
Are you interested in a possible career in the sports and 
leisure industry? This course will equip you with the skills, 
knowledge and practical experiences you need across a 
broad range of areas, and give you the choice to specialise 
in your particular areas of interest. You will learn about 
the functioning of the human body, and explore current 
issues in the world of sport and in sports coaching. 

Course content
This is a vocational-based course aimed to equip 
students with the skills required for higher education or 
employment in the sports industry. You will learn about 
how the body works, as well as current issues in sport 
and sports coaching. The classroom-based lessons are 
supplemented with practical sessions to help develop 
their understanding.

The course can be completed as a Single or Double Award.

Content:

The three major theoretical units covered of the Single 
Award are:

• Anatomy and Physiology (assessed by written 
examination)

• Fitness Training and Programming (assessed by written 
examination)

• The Sports Industry (coursework assessed)

These units give you the knowledge and understanding 
which underpin many areas of work and employment in 
the sports sector. 

Students have the opportunity to complete the Diploma 
course which involves studying additional units including:

• Fitness Testing
• Sports Coaching
• Sports Performance and Analysis
• The Athletes Lifestyle

All of these units are assessed by ongoing coursework.

These units combine practical experiences with learning in 
a variety of sport-related contexts. 

Entry requirements
• GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 

4 essential
• GCSE Grade 4 in any Science or GCSE Grade 4 

in PE (if studied)

Sport

Why Take BTEC Sport? 

This course has lots of benefits not only 
academically but for your own personal 
development. It opens up opportunities 
for you to coach and work with younger 
students within the school, which in 
turn allows you to gain a new level of 
confidence. Many units across the course 
allow you to take on the role of a coach or 
young leader, getting the chance to attend 
and run sporting events. This is giving you 
the priceless experience needed to go on 
and have a career in coaching/ teaching. 
It is allowing you to develop several 
skills which you will need in a future 
sporting career, such as: communication, 
empathy, leadership, rapport, knowledge 
and understanding of a range of sports, 
motivation, positive attitude, time 
management and organisational skills. 
Many of our students have gone on to 
study Sport at University and are currently 
working in the sports industry.
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“BTEC Sport set me up for my Sports Journalism course at University. 
It allowed me to learn how to work towards deadlines efficiently as 

well as giving me background information on a number of different 
sports which I would not have obtained if I did not study BTEC Sport.”

“Since leaving Sixth form I have gone to study Sports journalism at 
Sunderland University where I have learnt how to write match reports 
on a number of different sports as well as how to conduct interviews 
with professional athletes. I have also obtained a Premier League Media 

Accreditation Card which has seen me get into the press boxes at Newcastle 
United and Wembley. BTEC Sport helped me learn about different sports 

and gave me enough background knowledge to be able to write about 
sports other than football.”

 Aaron Hindhaugh -Sport Journalism at Sunderland University

“I now possess multiple different coaching & analysis qualification and experience in many different 
areas including; working as a teaching assistant, Football Activator Intern for Northumbria Sport and a 
volunteer Performance Analyst for Team Northumbria. This most importantly has lead to my current 

roles, firstly working as a First Team Performance Analyst for South Shields FC and my most recent 
position as an FA Data Collector for Opta.”

Ryan Chipperfield – Sports Coaching BSc (Hons) at Northumbria University; Currently studying for a 
Masters at University of Worcester in Applied Sports Performance.

“I believe you should choose to do Btec Sport because of the interesting modules and it’s a great way to 
obtain a greater depth of knowledge around the sporting environment. I thoroughly enjoyed the course, 
my favourite parts were having the opportunities to be involved in practical sessions and planning and 
leading coaching session with younger students. Since leaving Bede Academy, I have embarked on a 
Sports Therapy and Rehabilitation course at Teesside University and aspiring to go on to be a sports 
therapist.” 

Martin Quinn - Sports Therapy and Rehabilitation (BSc) at Teesside University

“The thing I enjoyed most about this course was being able to run and plan sessions on my own in order 
to develop confidence for my future plans. In addition to this it was also good to learn about fitness and 
how people’s lifestyle choices affect them and their health.”
“Since leaving Bede I have started a sports coaching apprenticeship with a company named Peak, who 
are training me up to be a coach / PE teacher. I work within schools and holiday camps delivering sport 
in addition to doing coursework. After this year, I will be attending Northumbria University to do a 
degree in Applied Sport Science with Coaching.”

Georgia Bell - Sports Coach, Peak
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Is this course for me?
Are you interested in a possible career in the sports and 
leisure industry? This course will equip you with the skills, 
knowledge and practical experiences you need across a 
broad range of areas, and give you the choice to specialise 
in your particular areas of interest. You will learn about 
the functioning of the human body, and explore current 
issues in the world of sport and in sports coaching. 

Course content
This is a vocational-based course aimed to equip 
students with the skills required for higher education or 
employment in the sports industry. You will learn about 
how the body works, as well as current issues in sport 
and sports coaching. The classroom-based lessons are 
supplemented with practical sessions to help develop 
their understanding.

The course can be completed as a Single or Double Award.

Content:

The three major theoretical units covered of the Single 
Award are:

• Anatomy and Physiology (assessed by written 
examination)

• Fitness Training and Programming (assessed by written 
examination)

• The Sports Industry (coursework assessed)

These units give you the knowledge and understanding 
which underpin many areas of work and employment in 
the sports sector. 

Students have the opportunity to complete the Diploma 
course which involves studying additional units including:

• Fitness Testing
• Sports Coaching
• Sports Performance and Analysis
• The Athletes Lifestyle

All of these units are assessed by ongoing coursework.

These units combine practical experiences with learning in 
a variety of sport-related contexts. 

Entry requirements
• GCSE English Language and Mathematics Grade 

4 essential
• GCSE Grade 4 in any Science or GCSE Grade 6 

in PE (if studied)

Sport

Why Take BTEC Sport? 

This course has lots of benefits not only 
academically but for your own personal 
development. It opens up opportunities 
for you to coach and work with younger 
students within the school, which in 
turn allows you to gain a new level of 
confidence. Many units across the course 
allow you to take on the role of a coach or 
young leader, getting the chance to attend 
and run sporting events. This is giving you 
the priceless experience needed to go on 
and have a career in coaching/ teaching. 
It is allowing you to develop several 
skills which you will need in a future 
sporting career, such as: communication, 
empathy, leadership, rapport, knowledge 
and understanding of a range of sports, 
motivation, positive attitude, time 
management and organisational skills. 
Many of our students have gone on to 
study Sport at University and are currently 
working in the sports industry.

Fashion & Textiles
Is this course for me?

This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives 
students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and 
confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially 
those in the creative industries. They will investigate 
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic 
influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying 
opportunities to put their learning in to practice by 
producing prototype of their choice. Students will gain 
a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, 
alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher 
education and employers.

We’re confident you’ll find this specification clear and 
easy to use, as a number of teachers and assessment 
experts have helped us to produce it. We’ve structured 
the content so that you can co-teach AS and A-level 
Design and Technology students, allowing for maximum 
flexibility in lesson timetabling and teaching resources.

A-level Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles 
requires students to engage in both practical and 
theoretical study. This specification requires students to 
cover design and technology skills and knowledge as set 
out below. These have been separated into:
• Technical principles
• Designing and making principles

Students should develop the ability to draw on and 
apply a range of skills and knowledge GCSE experience 
and also from other subject areas to inform their 
decisions in design and the application or development 
of technology. There are clear links between aspects of 
the specification content and other subject areas such 
as Computer Science, Business Studies, Art and Design 
and History. 

This is not an exhaustive list, and there are other 
opportunities within the specification for students 
to integrate and apply their wider learning and 
understanding from other subject areas studied during 
Key Stage 4, as well as those subjects that they are 
studying alongside A-level Design and Technology.

Students must also demonstrate maths and science 
skills. 

Units of Assessment: 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
Practical application of core technical 
principles, core designing and making 
principles and additional specialist 
knowledge 
How it’s assessed 
Substantial design and make project 
100 marks 
50% of A-level Evidence Written or digital 
design portfolio and photographic evidence 
of final prototype.

Paper 1 
Technical principles 

How it’s assessed 
Written exam: 2.5 hours 
120 marks 
30% of A-level Questions Mixture of short 
answer and extended response.

Paper 2
Designing and making principles 

How it’s assessed 
Written exam: 1.5 hours 
80 marks 
20% of A-level Questions Mixture of short 
answer and extended response questions 

Section A  
Product analysis: 30 marks 
Up to 6 short answer questions based on 
visual stimulus of product(s). 

Section B 
Commercial manufacture: 50 marks 
Mixture of short and extended response 
questions.

Sixth Form Course Guide
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Travel & Tourism
Is this course for me?

This qualification is designed to support learners who 
are interested in learning about the travel and tourism 
industry alongside other fields of study, with a view to 
progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, 
not necessarily in travel and tourism-related subjects. 
The qualification is designed to be taken as part of a 
programme of study that includes other appropriate 
BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

The travel and tourism industry in the UK is growing 
and is of major importance to the economy. In this 
course, you will develop the skills needed to examine, 
interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that measure 
the importance of tourism to the UK. There are many 
influences on the industry and they are changing all 
the time. Some of them are within the control of travel 
organisations, while others are beyond their control. You 
will need to know how organisations react to changes and 
trends to determine their present and future operating 
policies. You will gain an understanding of the scope of 
the industry, its terminology and its key components. 
Travel and tourism is a business with the customer at the 
forefront. Different types of organisation have different 
roles and offer a range of products and services to many 
different types of customer. You will need to understand 
how the organisations work together to benefit both 
themselves and their customers and you should be 
able to name examples of the key organisations in 
all sectors. This course will enable you to progress to 
higher-education courses or to a career in the travel and 
tourism industry by developing your knowledge of how 
to analyse travel and tourism data and make decisions 
based on information from a variety of sources.

Units of Assessment: 

Mandatory Units
Unit 1: The World of Travel and Tourism
Unit 2: Global Destinations
Unit 3: Principles of Marketing in Travel and 
Tourism

Optional Units – one of the following is 
completed:
Unit 9: Visitor Attractions
OR
Unit 11: Events, Conferences and Exhibitions

How it’s assessed 
Unit 1 The World of Travel and Tourism 
External Assessment 
Written examination set and marked by 
Pearson. 
1.5 hours
75 marks

Unit 2: Global Destinations
External Assessment 
A task set and marked by Pearson and 
completed under supervised conditions. 
Learners are given information two weeks 
before a supervised assessment period in order 
to carry out research. 
The supervised assessment period is undertaken 
in a single session of three hours. 
60 marks.

Unit 3: Principles of Marketing in Travel and 
Tourism
Optional Units – one of the following is 
completed:
Unit 9: Visitor Attractions

OR

Unit 11: Events, Conferences and Exhibitions
Internal Assessment
An assignment based assessment.
Marked by Unit teacher and then Internally 
verified.

Entry requirements
English and Mathematics 4
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Extended Project Qualification

With competition for University places so fierce, anything that strengthens your application and makes you 
stand out from the other applicants is worth a look.  EPQ is an individual project that you choose, propose, 
develop and then present.  It could be an essay on a particular area of History, a research project on an aspect of 
primary school teaching, a piece of art, developing a video game or building a robot!  You tailor it to whatever 
interests you and to the course, apprenticeship or employment you may be considering beyond Year 13.  You 
come up with the project and, with the guidance of a supervisor, maintain a log of how it progresses as you 
complete it.  

Why consider EPQ?  It enables you to develop vital skills, including research and project development, as well as 
demonstrating your aptitude for Higher Education.  Moreover, not only does it make you stand out as a serious 
candidate with a genuine interest in the subject you’re applying to study, it is highly respected by Universities 
including Durham, Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester and many others.
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Beyond Sixth Form

At Bede Academy Sixth Form there is a wide range of support and advice to help you to make decisions about 
your future. You will have support from your form tutor who will be able to offer advice and guidance. As well 
as this, throughout your two years of study you will have access to:

• University visits to Teesside, Sunderland and many more. 

• Lectures and workshops with Northumbria University and Durham University

• Partnerships with Local Universities

• Careers Fair

• Careers Guidance

• Academic Tutor Meetings

• Technical Intelligence Lectures

• UCAS Support and Guidance

• Interview Practice and Preparation

• Apprenticeship Advice*

• Specialist support for students looking to apply for Oxford and Cambridge. This involves initiatives such 
as the ‘Apply to Oxford’ scheme, as well as visits to colleges, seminars with lecturers and events within 
the Academy. In the last year we have also introduced and participated in the USA University and College 
application event in London, in which students attended the event and spoke with American institutions 
with regards to scholarships and support

• Support for those looking to apply for medicine, with external taster days, meetings and visits to top 
medical universities both locally and nationally

• 

*Should you wish to follow the apprenticeship route you will benefit from our links with a wide range of local 
employers who offer high quality placements. 

PIXL EDGE

Students in Year 12 will also be involved in the PiXL EDGE programme. This course aims to support the 
promotion of excellence for pupils. It is determined to do all it can to improve life chances for young 
people through improved educational achievement, a better understanding of life attributes in order to 
connect them to worthy progression routes in the next stage of their education, and to give them the 
edge in life. The EDGE is a practical programme to introduce the development of five life attributes to 
benefit young people: 

Leadership
Organisation
Initiative
Resilience
Communication

This will be implemented within the PTE curriculum that all Sixth Form students will receive and will 
lead to recognised qualifications that will support University and career applications.
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